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From The Christian Union. 


AFTERNOON: WITH LAURA 
BRIDGMAN. 


MY 


BY AMANDA B. HARRIS. 


A writer-has just given in the Christian 
Union an article on the blind children at the 


Institution at South Boston, in which is a/| 


paragraph about Laura Bridgman. Let me 
supplement it with some little incidents con- 
nected with my visit to her about a fortnight 
ago. 

If any one supposes that by reason of her 
deprivation she is queer or awkward in person 
or manners, he is altogether in error. There 
is nothing at all singular in her appearance. 
When I entered the parlor,a member of the 
family with whom she lives was playing on 
the piano, and close beside her, on a low seat, 
there was a very slight, very erect, quiet, self. 

looking girl, who seemed to be listen- 


lng to the music, while her hands were busy | 
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7% | of her as “ ee and refined 


~~ 


No. 50. 


er 


over some crocheting or similar work. She 
would have been taken for a guest who was 
nimbly fashioning some pretty article while 
being entertained with music. The expres- 
sion of her face was bright and interested ; 
and one watching her satisfied look would 
have been slow to believe that she did not 
hear. The green shade over her eyes indi- 
cated that she was one of the blind. Shehad 
on a brown dress, a blue ribbon at the neck, 
a gold ring and chain, and a watch or locket 
in her belt—a neatly-attired, genteel, lady- 
like person, looking about thirty-five, though 
her age is really not far from forty-four, with 
soft, brown hair, smooth and fine, a well- 
| shaped head, fair complexion, and handsome 
features. That was Laura. Dr. Howe spoke 
in form and 
attitude, graceful in motion, and positively 
handsome in features ;” and of her “ expres- 
sive face,” which, indeed, in sensibility and 
intelligence, is above instead of below the 
average. 

As soon as the information was conveyed 
to her that she had a visitor from her native 
State, who knew people in the town where 
her nearest kindred live, she came swiftly 


across the room, leaving her work on the 


center-table as she passed it, and grasped m 
hand, laughing with the eagerness of a child. 
Then she sat down face to face with the lady 
who has charge of her, and commenced an 
animated conversation, by the manual alpha- 
bet, easily understood by one who has prac- 
ticed it; but the sleight-of-hand by which the 
fingers of the friendly hostess, manipulating 
on Laura’s slender wrists, communicated with 
that living consciousness shut in there without 
one perfect sense except of taste and touch, 
was something mysterious, inscrutable to my 
duller sense. Yet that the communication 
was definite, quick, incisive, so to speak, was 
manifest enough, for Laura’s face beamed, and 
she was all alert. Partly by the letters and 
partly by signs she said a great deal to me. 
She “ ought to be at home to be company for 
mother,” she said; and, once or twice she 
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fashioned the word “ Mam-ma” very distinctly | “God is love and truth, L. N. Bridgman;” 
with her lips. With regard to this vocal ex- | and then from her needle-case and spool-box 
pression, Dr. Howe says, “She has attained produced a cambric needle and fine cotton, 
such facility for talking in the manual alpha- | and showed me how she threaded a needle, 
bet, that I regret that 1 did not try also to| which was done by holding the eye against 
teach her to speak by the vocal organs, or| the tip of her tongue, the exquisite nicety of 
regular speech.” She asked if I knew a/ touch in her tongue guiding her to pass the 
member of her family now dead, and said, | thread through. It was done in an instant, 
“That was a long year after Carl died.” She) though it seemed impossible to do it at all, 
seemed brimming over with things to tell me, | and then she presented me the threaded needle 
and wanted me to know about her teaching | triumphantly, having secured it by slipping a 
some of the blind girls to sew, which is part | knot. 

of her daily niewet in the school near; After descending to the parlor she told me 
by, and which she takes great pride in, thread- | how kind it was in Dr. Howe to fit her up 
ing the needles and making her pupils pick |such a pretty room ; and then I must go into 
out their work if it is not donenicely. She is | the school-room, whither she led me by the 
a good seamstress herself, does fancy work, | band, and introduced me to several of her 


and can run a sewing-machine. 

Next, she caught hold of my hand and led 
me up two flights of stairs to her room to show 
me her things; but the first movement was to 
take me to the window, where she patted on | 
the glass and signified that I should see what 
a pleasant prospect there was from it. And 
there she, who had never seen or heard, 
waited by my side in great content while I 
looked and listened: the sky was blue, with 
white clouds floating over it, and birds were 
singing; it was a perfect April day, but she 
could get no consciousness of it except in the 
softness of the air. Yet her face was radiant, 
and she stood there as if she both saw and 
heard. I wish I could bring before all those 
who are discontented with their lot, repining 
because God has withheld something from 
them or taken something away, the cheerful 
face of this girl who has so little but who ac- 
cepts it as if she had all; who has never seen 
a human countenance or heard a human 
voice, who in the infinite glory and beauty of 
this outward world has no part, shut in by 
herself in that silent, dark, unchanging, awful 
loneliness. 


The next act was to show me how springy | 


her bed was, then she deliberately took off 
my shawl, as if she meant business, and 
showed me all the pretty things and conven- 
iences she had in her room, opening every box 


and drawer and displaying the contents; her | 
jet chain she laid against her neck, her bows | 
and collars and embroidered handkerchiefs 
were taken up one by one, then deftly replaced | 


in their proper receptacles; her writing ma- 
terials, sewing implements, little statuettes, 
trinkets, larce Bible—I had to see them all, 
and then her wardrobe, and it was with the 
greatest delight she ran her fingers over the 
“shirrs” of the flounce of her best winter 
dress and the cuirass basque, as if to say that 
her things were in the latest fashion. Finally 
she took out a sheet of paper, pressed it down 
on her French writing-board, examined the 
point of her pencil, and wrote her autograph, 


friends among the pupils, and when I took 
|my departure she would have the teacher go 
| with me to the door to tell me which car to 
take. 

The last report of Dr. Howe gives some 
particulars relating to the way in which he 
‘brought this very interesting girl into com- 
| munication with her fellow-creatures, making 
her “one of the humau family,” patiently, 
‘laboriously, lovingly going over a tedious 
process month after month and year after 
year, until she became what she is. He gives 
also some information with regard to her cir- 
cumstances. She has a home during the cold 
weather at the Institution; she earns “‘a little 
money by making bead baskets,” etc., and has 
‘the interest of two thousand dollars, which 
was bequeathed to her by two friends, mother 
and daughter ; “but still she barely receives 
enough for necessary articles of dress,” he 
adds, gently suggesting the needs of “ this 
dear child,” for whom he has done so much, 
'to any who may be “disposed to make any 
‘addition to the Loring Fund” for her 
| Support. 

Toe AMERICAN sysTEM for arreling 
apples for transportation astonishes Europe- 
‘ans greatly, In England the apples are 
placed on shelves in fruit houses, constructed 
|specially for the purpose, and no one thinks 
of sending them long distances to market. 
The American apples, which now go to Eng- 
land in great quantities, surprise them con- 
siderably. The Newtown pippin was a few 
| years ago the favorite American apple in the 
English market, but since the failure of that 
variety its place has been taken by the Bald- 
win and the Rhode Island greening chiefly. 
The great point with the American exporta- 
tion of apples to England is not the excellent 
condition in which they arrive there so much 
«8 the low price at which they can be sold. 
A fine American apple can generally under- 
sell the English home article in the London 
and Liverpool] markets.— Daily Paper. 
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From Times of Refreshing. 


THE NATURE OF FAITH 





| sense of duty ; they are dutiful, but not loving, 
not confiding. They have no peace and no 
|rest, except in cases where they persuade 
‘themselves that they have done their duty. 


; : | They are in a restless, agonizing state. 
From personal conversation with hundreds | “ Reason they hear, her counsels weigh, 


, oiled iat} | And all her word ‘ove, 
—and I may say thousands—of Christian | ihenendeh hk cine, 
ple, I bave been struck with the applica-| 











BY CHARLES G. FINNEY. 


























And harder still to love.” 
tion of Christ’s words, as recorded in the fifth | They read and perhaps search the Scriptures, 
chapter of John, to their experience. Christ | to learn their duty and to learn about Christ. 
sid to the Jews: “Ye do search the Scrip-| They intellectually believe all that they un- 
tures [for so it should be rendered]: for in| derstand the Scriptures to say about Him; but 
them ye think ye have eterna! life, and they | when Christ is thus commended to their confi- 
are they which testify of me; and ye will not | dence, they do not by an act of personal, lov- 
come unto me that ye might have life.”|ing trust in and committal to Him so join 
They stopped short in the Scriptures. They | their souls to Him as to receive from Him the 
satisfied themselves with ascertaining what the | influx of His life and light and love. They 
Scriptures said about Christ; but did not|do not by a simple act of personal, loving 
avail themselves of the light thus received to / trust in His person receive the current of His 
come to Him by an act of loving trust in His divine life and power in their own souls. 
person. I fear it is true in these days, as it) They do not thus take hold of His strength 
has been in the days that are past, that multi- | and interlock their being with His. In other 
tudes stop short in the facts and ductrines of| words, they do not truly believe. Hence, 
the gospel, and do not by any act of trust in they are not saved. Oh! what a mistake is 
His person come to Him concerning whom all this. I fear it is very common. Nay, it 
this testimony is given. Thus the Bible is| seems to be certain that it is appallingly 
misunderstood and abused. common, else how can the state of the church 
Many, understanding the “Confession of| be accounted for? Is that which we can see 
Faith ” as summarizing the doctrines of the| ia the great mass of professors of religion all 
Bible, very much neglect the Bible and rest | that Christ does for and in His people when 
ina belief of the articles of faith. Others, | they truly believe? No, no! There is a 
more cautious and more in earnest, search the | great error here. The psychology of faith is 
Scriptures to see what they say about Christ,' mistaken, and an intellectual conviction of 
bat stop short and rest in the formation of) the truth of the gospel is supposed to be faith. 
correct theological opinions ; while others, And some whose opinions seem to be right in 
and they are the only saved class, love the regard to the nature of faith rest in their 
Scriptures intensely because they testify of| philosophy and fall short of exercising faith. 
Jesus. They search and devour the Scrip-| Let no one suppose that I underestimate 
tures because they tell them who Jesus is and | the value of the facts and doctrines of the 
what they may trust Him for. They do not| gospel. I regard a knowledge and belief of 
stop short and rest in this testimony; but by| them as of fundamental importance. I have 
an act of loving trust go directly to Him, to no sympathy with those who undervalue them 
His person, thus joining their souls to Him| and treat doctrinal discussion and preaching 
in @ union that receives from Him, by a direct | as of minor importance, nor can I assent to 
divine communication, the things for which | the teaching of those who would have us 
they are led to trust Him. This is certainly | preach Christ and not the doctrines respecting 
Christian experience. This is receiving from|Him. It is the facts and doctrines of the 
Christ the eternal life which God has given | Bible that teach us who Christ is, why He is 
win Him. This is saving faith. -!to be trusted, and for what. How can we 
The contemplation of the attitude and ex-! preach Christ without preaching about Him? 
perience of numbers of professed Christians | And how can we trust Him without being in- 
in regard to Christ is truly lamentable and | formed why and for what we are to trust 
wonderful, considering that the Bible is in| Him? 






























































































































































their hands. Many of them appear to have| 
stopped short in theological opinions mure or 
less firmly held. This they understand to be 
faith. Others are more in earnest, and stop 
not short of a more or less realizing convic- 
tion of the truths of the Bible concerning 
Christ. Others have strong impressions of 
the obligations of the law, which move them | 
loset about an earnest life of works which 
leads them into bondage. They pray from a 












The error to which I call attention does not 
consist in laying too much stress in teaching 
and believing the facts and doctrines of the 
gospel; but it consists in stopping short of 
trusting the personal Christ for what those 
facts and doctrines teach us to trust Him, and 
satisfying ourselves with believing the testi- 
monies concerning Him, thus resting in the 
belief of what God has said about Him, in- 


stead of committing our souls to Him by an 
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act of loving trust. drawn up by the scholars in adult schools, in 
The testimony of God respecting Him is| many cases not only very interesting, but 
designed to secure our confidence in Him. If| practical and well-written. Those who issue 
it fails to secure the uniting of our souls to| such reports must be capable of no mean ser. 
Him by an act and state of implicit trust in| vice in the school, and ~o in the cburch. 
Him,—such an act of trust as unites usto| Home visiting, tract distribution, sick funds, 
Him aa the branch is united to the vine,—we | libraries, and other departments of work, 
have heard the gospel in vain. We are not) often undertaken by junior as well as adult 
saved. We have failed to receive from Him | scholars, prove their capacity for much useful 
that impartation of eternal life which can be work. 
conveyed to us through no other channel than, Attwoschools assistance is given to Foreign 


that of implicit trust. 


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE FIRST-DAY 


Missions by subscriptions from the schools, 
‘and the Committee would warmly encourage 
this in all their schools. 


SCHOOL ASSOCIATION, ACKWORTH, Tea parties, excursions, and the like forma 
ENGLAND. prominent feature in the doings of most 
Isaac Brown occupied the chair, and after a Schools. The Commiitee believe that in these 
devotional pause the Report was read by #re to be found a powerful influence for good, 
Joseph Storrs Fry, the Secretary. It gave, as| A Sabbath scholar cannot be treated as mind 
usual, a lively and informing résumé of the| 0d spirit only; the physical power and 
First-day school work in 1874. social instincts, love of recreation and change 
The Committee reported an increase in the, ™ust not be forgotten, but rather consecrated 
number of scholars on the books of the vari- | to the highest uses. : 
ous schools, the present number being greater) _ A reference to the Darlington Conference 
than in any previous year. (held Eighth month last year) concludes the 
There are now 94 associated schools in 58 | Teview of the year. While many of the sub- 
places, with 1,094 teachers and 14,787 scholars; | jects considered were not new, they must have 
also 14 other schools in 13 places, with 109 | been interesting to many younger teachers, 
teachers and 1,330 scholars; making together | Who have not attended previous conferences, 
108 schools in 71 places, with 1,203 teachers | 40d the Committee refer with thankfulness to 
and 16,117 scholars. the deepened tone of religious feeling which 
These figures show an increase of scholars | prevailed. ‘ 
somewhat greater in proportion than the in-| , he mode in which scholars may be brought 
crease of teachers, a fact which may probably | into closer connection with our Society occu- 
be accounted for by the increased number of| Pied considerable attention. In some cases 
adult schools. the gatherings under the care of our teachers 
A slight decrease is reported from some | and other Christian workers are assuming 
schools, which is in one attributed by the | the character of mission churches. The right 
teachers to the working of the Education Act. | ™manner of dealing with these important and 
The Committee, however, feel that in the in-| interesting agencies was largely discussed. 
crease of good day-schools should be found a} he work in female schools received its 
source of strength, rather than the contrary.|Share of attention, a separate meeting being 
The Committee then refer with great satis-| held by the lady teachers to discuss matters 
faction to the fact that in some schools former | ™ore particularly affecting this department 0! 
scholars have become teachers. This shows|the work. The influence of the men and 
that the work is in a healthy condition, and | Youths on the female members of families was 
opens a wide prospect of enlargement and discussed, and the subject brought under the 
progress. So long as teaching is confined to | notice of the Committee. alot 
members of our own Society, numerically | The Conference discussed the question 0! 
weak, the work must, in the nature of things, | extending our schools by means of deputs- 
be very limited, but if we can succeed in| tions visiting the various meetings of Friends. 
training teachers from the ranks of our) The Committee have issued a circular to the 
scholars, the extension of our borders and the Clerks of our various Quarterly Meetings, 
development of our working power, may be | calling their attention to the subject. The 
almost indefinite. At the same time the in- | Committee hope that those Quarterly Meet 
fluence on the scholars so engaged will be by | "88 which have not yet considered the aub- 
no means small. It will have a strong a |ject will take an early opportunity of doing 
ency to develop their powers and capabilities, | 
and nothing is more likely to attract them to-| : 
wards our society than the association with | the presence of some Friends 
ourselves in the work in which we may be en-|#4ded much to its interest. 
gaged for the good of others. 
Admirable reports have in many cases been 


80. 

The Conference was largely attended, and 
from Amerits 
| The generous 
| hospitality of our Darlington friends is grate 
| fully referred to. 
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The Committee conclude by urging indi- 
vidual teachers to consider their own spiritual 
condition, lest while instructing others they 
should themselves be cold and indifferent to 
the things of God, their hearts uninfluertced 
by the love of Christ, destitute of true faith 
in Him, and unsanctified by the indwelling 
and living power of the Holy Spirit.— London 
Friend. 


= 


DRAWING NIGH. 


BY W. R. NICHOLSON 


You may he a true believer in the Saviour, 
and have Him for your real trust, and, if so, 
you have redemption in His blood, the for- 
giveness of sins, and then you are accepted of 
God; nevertheless, in all your approaches to 
Him in prayer, you may be going to Him 
each time as though it were the first time—as 
though He had never blessed you before—in- 
stead of drawing nigh, as now and evermore 
abiding in Christ; and so you miss the com- 
fort and strength of your acceptance. You 
may ask to-day for that justifying righteous- 
ness which, long ago, He gave you, even when 
first you believed in Him ; for you may never 
have appropriated the sweet assurance that 
He did give it to you, thus slighting His 
eficacy because ignoring His words. Back 
to the starting-point again and again you go, 
foot-sore and weary, to make the journey over 
again. Is it any wonder that God does not 
draw specially nigh you? Should you ex- 
pect Him to meet you in such prayers? Would 
you be pleased at similar conduct towards your- 
self in your own child? 
that he should be continually asking you for 
what you had already given him? You may 
work and watch, be very devoted, exceedingly 
in earnest, resolve and resolve again, but no 
progress do you make, except you consciously 
abide in Christ. At once, then, all obstacles 
will have vanished; you are trustful and 


Would it gratify you | 


REVIEW. 


misleading. God consecrate: us; we cannot 
do it ourselves. See the type in Lev. xiv. 
The oil of consecration was put upon the dif- 
ferent parts of the leper, not by the leper 
himself, although he was already pronounced 
clean, but by God’s priest; and it was put 
only on those parts which had before been 
touched with the atoning blood. Beautiful— 


'now God’s Priest for us is Jesus Christ.— 
| Times of Refreshing. 


—°S- 
EDUCATION IN EUROPE. 
[We take the following from a contemporary 


journal, without having the means of judg- 


ing of the accuracy of the statements made. 
They give a very favorable view of the exten- 
sion of education in European countries. The 
quality of instruction of course varies much.— 
Ed. Friends’ Review. | 

An Italian journal contains some interest- 
ing reports as to the educational condition of 
different European countries: 

In Saxony education is compulsory ; all in- 
habitants of the kingdom can read and write, 
and every child attends school. 

In Switerland all can read and write, and 
have got a good primary education. Educa- 
tion is obligatory, and greater efforts, in pro- 
portion to its means, are made to impart pri- 
mary instruction than in any other European 
nation. 

In all smaller States of North Germany 
education is compulsory, and all the children 
attend school. 

In Denmark the same is true. All the 
Danes, with a few exceptions, can read, write 
and keep accounts. The children all attend 
school until the age of fourteen. 

In Prussia almost all the children attend 
school regularly, except in some of the east- 
ern districts. An officer who had charge of 
the military education of the Landwehr, in 


twelve years had only met three soldiers who 
could neither read nor write. An inquiry hav- 
|ing been instituted, it was found that those 
three were the children of sailors, who had 


‘ir forgiven; but you do not doubt ye been born on the river, and had never settled 
already you are saved, and that God does) ;,, any place. Instruction is obligatory. 


in f 9 a ae ee i. child. 1 Shut | In Sweden the proportion of the inhabitants 
l 7: = eli oe — oe ith Ged «| who can neither read nor write, is one in a 
alone. You Knee! in very contact with ‘rod; | thousand. Instruction is obligatory. 


itis a personal interview. And then forth) 1, Baden every child receives instruction ; 


yeeki ae bod aid ——- ee and in Wurtemburg there is not a peasant or 
and working for God, and living In od; ant) 4 girl of the lowest class, or a servant in an 


the very solitudes of thought are blazing with inn, who cannot read, write and account cor- 


It is as if your friend were standing | ; . : : 
right by you, and you felt the breath of his| teins 9a ema goes to school, instruction 
eres and — ae beaming aoe and | “In Holland public assistance is taken away 
roa the ‘music of his voice. —Puthway | tom every indigent family that neglects to 

7 SaaS adic la: send their children to school. It is estimated 
THE phrase “self-consecration,” while ad- | that the number of illiterate is three per cent. 
mitting of a good sense, is yet in danger of! In Norway almost all the Norwegians can 


happy, loving and submissive ; you plead the 
promises, and really expect them to be ful- 
filled ; you confess your sins, and know they 
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read, write and account passably well. In- | 
struction obligatory. 

In Bavaria, among one hundred conscripts, 
but seven whose education was incomplete, or 
Instruction | 

| 


therefore, the ruler requires of the citizen 
|what God bas forbidden, it is plainly the 
case of an inferior jurisdiction requiring dis- 
obedience to the commands of a superior 
entirely wanting, were found. power, to whom obedience is due, not only 
also oblivatory. from the individual, but from itself. It is 
France, with its twenty-three illiterate con-|the case of one who exercises a delegated 
scripts in a hundred, comes next, and is fol- | authority, employing it to compel disobedience 
lowed by Belgium, Italy, Austria, Greece,|to the paramount authority of that very 
Spain, Portugal, Moldo- Wallachia, Russia and | power which gave him being.” 
Turkey, in the order named. | I have copied but a portion of the notes to 
ae eS \different parts of Dymond’s Essay. All 
Fer Friends’ Review. ‘are valuable, and add interest to the cause 
FRAGMENTS OF THE LIFE AND LABors| ‘bey advocate. ; 
‘OF THOMAS SMITH GRIMKE. Extract from an address before the Rich- 
‘land School, December, 1829: 
| “There is one consideration of vast impor- 
| tance in determining the best character of a 
“One consideration strikes me as of great | scheme of education, and it bears directly on 
importance. There is not a virtue of eo | the question of the comparative merits of the 
life which is not called for in public life; and | Christian and classical standards. It is this; 
called for under higher sanctions, and for|The spirit of the Gospel is essentially the 
more important purposes. Hence, if we could | spirit of peace and humility, of love and for- 
conceive of a code of morals for public men,|bearance. It is an amiable, conciliating, 
as distinct from one for private life, it would | philanthropic spirit. It is full of moral dig- 
be distinguished by these features. Its rules) nity, and beauty, and courage. It is essen- 
would be more comprehensive and severe, its| tially the spirit of duty, the spirit of God 


BY JACOB 8S. WILLETS. 


(Continued from page 767.) 


promises more animating, its denunciations | 
more terrible, and it would breathe a purer, 
nobler, holier morality than the system de- | 
signed for private life. But what scheme) 
can be imagined for public life which shall 
exhibit these qualities in a higher degree than 
the Christian? The Christian is the best 
revelation that man is taught to expect. 
This, then, is a code both of public and pri- 
vate morals, or mankind never has had, and 
never will have, a code of public morals.” 
“The principle that the command of a 
Divine law-giver never can be superseded 
by that of a human legislator, is most amply 
illustrated by the very familiar cases that 
occur in the administration of justice in our 
own country. Thus, the by-law of a corpora- 
tion which violates an act of assembly, is ad- 
mitted universally to be no law. So also an 
act of assembly which interferes in a case of | 
concurrent jurisdiction with an act of Con-| 
ress, must yield to it. If any provision of a 
tate Constitution infringes the Constitution 
of the Union, the paramount authority of the 
latter is acknowledged, and the former gives 
way. All this proceeds on the principle that 
the inferior cannot lawfully supersede the | 
superior. But is not the Divine legislator 
superior to any human law-giver? Now, all 
human government is, according to the Scrip- 
tures, ordained of God, and civil obedience is | 
declared to be a religious as well as a polit- 
cal duty. The power of rulers is represented | 
as vested in them by God; and subunission is 


himself. But what is the spirit that lives 
and moves throughout the classical models? 
It is the spirit of war, foreign and civil; the 
spirit of ambition and pride, of hatred, con- 
tempt, and oppression. It isa blood-thirsty, 
unforgiving, intolerant spirit. Take from the 
Iliad or the neid its military scenes, and 
achievements, and heroes, and the poem is in 
ruins. Take the like from the Scripture epic 
of Miiton, and the great, the mighty whole is 
scarcely more impaired than ‘Jerusalem De- 
livered’ by discarding the episode of Olindo 
and Sophronia. Take the like from the 
classic historians, and the sun-bright history 
of Greece and Rome ‘in dim eclipse disas- 
trous twilight sheds.’ But take the same 
from the history of Europe since the Reform- 
ation, and especially from the history of Eng- 
land, and of these United States, and that 
remains for which we look in vain among 
the ancients—political, constitutional, commer- 
cial, literary, and religious history, the history 
of principles and institutions, of society and 
government. War is the very soul of poetry 
and history in the classics. Does it not, then, 
become us to abandon them as fit means of 
instruction for youth ; unless we mean prac- 
tically to deny the incomparable superiority 
of the peaceful spirit of the New Testament? 
Can we doubt that the warlike spirit which 
has desolated Europe for eighteen hundred 
years, in spite of the religion of Jesus, is to 

ascribed, in a good measure, to the ex- 
travagant admiration of the classics, to the 


required for conscience’ sake, that is, as a| imitation of Greek and Roman, instead of 
duty to God, not a duty to man. When, | Christian heroes, and to the unchristian char- 
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acter of general education? Christianity has | 
warred in vain against military ambition and | 
military glory; since every educated man 
has been thoroughly imbued with the mili- | 
tary, that ruling spirit of Greece and Rome. 
Banish this spirit, and we shall see and hear 
less of war and more of peace ; less of heroes 
and more of philanthropists; less of warriors 
and more of statesmen; less of false glory 
and honor, and more of true; less of the 
iy of the French Revolution, and more of 
the spirit of our own. I rejoice that the 
spirit of the age, and the spirit of our own 
country especially, are becoming more and 
more rational, practical, Christian. Let this 
great change in education be made, and we| 
may rest assured that the rulers and politi- 
cians of all nations will be 


bent on higher views, 
To civilize the rude, unpolished world, 
And lay it under the restraint of laws; 
To make man mild and and sociable to man ; 
To cultivate the wild, licentious savage 
With wisdom, discipline and liberal arts; 
The embellishments of life —," 


Extract from the oration before the Phi 
Beta Kappa Society of Yale College, Sep- 
tember, 1830: 

“Gentlemen, while we remember our fel- 
lowship, and our commen parentage, let us 
not forget our common inheritance, our coun- 
try. We cannot honor our country with too 
deep a reverence; we cannot love her with 
an affection too pure and fervent; we cannot 
serve her with an energy of purpose or a 
faithfulness of zeal too steadfast and ardent. 
And what is our country? It is not the 
East, with her hills and her valleys, with her 
countless sails, and the rocky ramparts of her | 
shores. It is not the North, with her thousand 
villages, and her harvest-home, with her) 
frontiers of the lake and the ocean. It is not 
the West, with her forest-sea and her inland 
isles, with her luxuriant expanses, clothed in 
the verdant corn, with her beautiful Ohio, 
and her majestic Missouri. Nor is it yet the 
South, opulent in the mimic snow of the cot- 
ton, in the rich plantations of the rustling 
cane, and in the golden robes of the rice-fields. 
What are these but the sister families of one 
greater, better, holier family, our country. 

“T come not here to speak the dialect, or 
to give the counsels of the patriot statesman. 
But I come, a patriot scholar, to vindicate 
the rights, and to plead for the interests of 
American literature. And be assured, gen- 
tlemen, that we cannot, as patriot scholars, 
think too highly of that country, or sacrifice 
too much for her. And let us never forget, 
let us rather remember with a religious awe, | 
that the union of these States is indispensable 
to our literature, as it is to our national inde- 
eer and civil liberties, to our property, 
appiness, and improvement. If, indeed, we 
desire to behold a literature like that, which | 
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has sculptured with such energy of expression, 
which has painted so faithfully and vividly 
the crimes, the vices, the follies, of ancient 
and modern Europe; if we desire that our 
land should furnish for the orator and the 
novelist, for the painter and the poet, age 
after age, the wild and romantic scenery of 
war; the glittering march of armies and the 
revelry of the camp; the shrieks and blas- 
phemies and all the horrors of the battle- 
field ; the desolation of the harvest, and the 
burning cottage; the storm, the seck, and 
the ruin of cities; if we desire to unchain 
the furious passions of jealousy and selfish- 
ness, of hatred, revenge, and ambition, those 
lions that now sleep harmless in their den; if 
we desire that the lake, the river, the ocean 
should blush with the blood of brothers ; that 
the winds should waft from the land to the 


sea, and from the sea to the land, the roar 


and the smoke of battle; that the very moun- 
tain tops should become altars for the sacri- 
fice of brothers ; if we desire that these, and 
such as these—the elements to an incredible 
extenfof the literature of the old world— 
should be the elements of our literature, then, 
but then only, let us haul from its pedestal 
the majestic statue of our Union, and scatter 
its fragments over all our land. 

“ But, if we covet for our country the no- 
blest, purest, loveliest literature the world 
has ever seen; such a literature as shall 
honor God and bless mankind; a literature 
whose smiles might play upon an angel’s face, 
whose tears ‘would not stain an angel’s 
cheek,’ then let us cling to the union of these 
States with a patriot’s love, with a scholar’s 
enthusiasm, with a Christian’s hope. In her 
heavenly character, as a holocaust self-sacri- 
ficed to God; at the height of her glory, as 
the ornament of a free, educated, peaceful, 
Christian people, American literature will 
find that THE INTELLECTUAL SPIRIT IS HER 
VERY TREE OF LIFE, AND THAT UNION 18 
HER GARDEN OF PARADISE.” 

(To be concluded 
QUEEN VICTORIA. 
War with England and France was 
averted. 

From a letter of Thurlow Weed’s to the 
New York Tribuae, we make the following 
extracts: 

During the first year of the Rebellion, 
Queen Victoria contributed essentially to the 
preservation of peace between this country 
and England. On two occasions her Majesty 
discountenanced suggestions from the French 
Government which meant war. 

The first was a proposition for the joint 
intervention of Franceand England, the object 
being a recognition of the Confederate Gov- 


How a 
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ernment. The next was the introduction into 
Parliament, after an interview by the mover 
with the French Emperor, of a resolution repu- 
diating our blockade. The feeling in England 
was so strongly in favor of the Confederate 
States that our friends in Parliament and in the 
Cabinet, but for the conviction that their 
course was tacitly approved by their sover- 
eign, would have found themselves unable to 
resist those hostile measures. 

When the despatch demanding the surren- 
der of Mason and Slidell was read by Lord 
Palmerston to the Queen, and the conse- 
quences of a refusal were explained, her Maj- 
esty was startled and distressed at the idea of 
war with America. Taking the dispatch to 
the Prince Consort, who, then in his last ill- 
ness, was sitting in his apartment, the Queen 
asked him to read it, saying that she thought 
the language and spirit were harsh and per- 
emptory. The Prince concurring in opinion 
with her Majesty, subjected the dispatch to 
erasures and interlineations, in which amended 
form it was returned to the Premier. In re- 
lating this incident to Sir Henry Holland, the 
Queen added, “that was the last time the 
Prince used his pen.” 


FRIENDS’ REVIEW. 


PHILADELPHIA, SEVENTH MO. 31, 1875. 





PersonaL Revicion.—This is the great 
want of all times; but the need of it appears 
to be more felt and manifested now, through- 
out the world, than ever before; notwith- 
standing the many and desperate efforts of 
atheism, pantheism and rationalism to prove 
it absurd and impossible. 

From what, then, is personal religion to be 
distinguished? First, from the priestly sys- 
tem, of delegated religious observances ; 
which allows a man to remain worldly, or at 
least forgetful of God, and imperfect in his 
duty towards others, through the week, or 
even until the end of life, if, at stated or crit- 
ical times, he procures the services of those 
officially authorized to dispense salvation. | 
Again, it is to be discriminated from a formu- 
lative or dogmatic, doctrinal religion; which 
relies upon holding certain doctrines to be 
true. This is, after all, as unsatisfactory and 
insufficient as the other; as contrary to Scrip- 
ture, and equally delusive to the soul. 
“ Parrot-like” subscription to the doctrines of 
the atonement and mediation of Christ can 


/ual himself; self-righteousness. 
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save no one. “Except ye eat the flesh of the 
Son of man, and drink His blood, ye have no 
life in you.” “ Ye must be born again.” 

Another wrong view of personal religion is 
that which refers it altogether to the individ- 
Channing, 
the distinguished Unitarian preacher and 
author, wrote beautifully of the higher and 
lower parts of our human nature; the culture 
of the former being that which prepares us 
for heaven. Wordsworth, the poet, also 
(perhaps through carelessness of expression) 
asserted the “ power of the soul to regenerate 
herself,” by a “faculty” abiding in man’s 
“ celestial spirit ;” passing too lightly, in one 
place at least, over the question, 


“Or shall the groaning spirit cast her load 
At the Redeemer’s feet ?” 


The right answer to this question leads us to 
contemplate the substance of personal re- 
ligion. It is to believe on Christ; in Him, 
not merely concerning Him; and, “ believing, 
to have life through His name.” “ This is 
life eternal, that they might know Thee, the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom Thou 
hast sent.” Objectively, our faith rests in and 
on Christ; subjectively, we must be trans- 
formed by Him, through the “ washing of re- 
generation and renewing of the Holy Ghost.” 
Thus, only, can we have a “full salvation.” 

Looking unto Jesus: can this be only look- 
ing into, or hearing, the wonderful, blessed 
and soul-kindling accounts of Him given in 
the Scriptures, by those who beheld Him in 
the flesh? Paul said, “ Henceforth know we 
no man after the flesh; yea, though we have 
known Christ after the flesh, yet now hence- 
forth know we Him no more.” + It was, truly, 
“ that same Jesus,” whom all the apostles and 
disciples were thenceforth to know by the 
Spirit, whom the Father would send, and has 
sent, in His name. We are to look to Him 
as He shines within us, into our hearts, as well 
as when He illuminates the printed page of 
Scripture. We are to look from (not at) 
ourselves, in order to realize “Christ in you, 
the hope of glory ;” not, in this, looking at 
anything that is outward, but unto Him 
“who is above all, and through all, and in 
you all.” ¢ 

However different in their expressions, this 


* Excursion, Book iv. +2 Cor. v.16. {Ephes. iv.6 
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conscious, personal, spiritual acquaintance | 


with God, through Christ, who is “the express 
image of His person,” has been testified to by 
devoted Christians in all ages. 
said: “God gives Himself tous. . . . . 
The Holy Spirit brings Christ home to us.” 
“For the Lord Christ saith, ‘If any man love 
Me, he will keep My words, and we will make 
our abode with him.’” George Fox, after 
disappointment with all human counsellors, 


Thus Luther | 
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struction at college, and of the much greater 
value of such instruction at large and well en- 
dowed institutions, whether the time has not fully 
come when this Yearly Meeting ought to invite 
the other Yearly Meetings on this continent to 


| co-operate with it in establishing and maintaining, 


was taught “ There is one who can speak to| 


thy condition, even Christ Jesus.” A similar 
experience has been abundantly known by 
many down to ourowntime. Theodore Monod 
thus gave expression to it at the Brighton 
convention: “ We learn that everything is in 
Christ; we want, not His gifts simply, but 
Himself.” 

These are trite truths—the very common- 
places of our religion; especially among 
Friends. Yet the constant and natural ten- 
dency to slide away from the simplicity of 
familiar truth finds illustration, from time to 
time, amongst us, as well as amongst others. 


-o- 
New ENGLAND YEARLY MEETING.—From the 
printed minutes we take the following extracts. 
The Committee on Secular Education gave 
some interesting statistics, and concluded with 
appropriate remarks : 


“The committee regret to say, upon careful 
examination, that they believe that Friends are 
hot generally sufficiently awakened to the import- 
ance of denominational schools, and of denomi- 
national education. It appears to them that the 
greatest need of this generation is moral and re- 
ligious instruction, and that the home and the 
church must furnish them; that the home must 
not be relied on altogether. because parents are 
not aroused to the gravity and importance of the 
subject. And further, that neither devotional 
meetings nor First-day schools can wholly ac- 
complish this, because neither sufficient time nor 
opportunity is afforded in them. The excellent 
teachings of these must be supplemented by daily 
instruction in secular schools, under the care and 
direction of the church. That there are schools 
everywhere for culture of intellect, for develop- 
ment of brain power ; that there are not many 
which furnish genuine discipline for the heart; 
that if this is essentially the work of the church, 
then the Society of Friends ought to do its portion 
of it. And that since this instruction is both 
moral and religious, we must not be satisfied 
with presenting merely our moral and social testi- 
Monies, but we ought earnestly to impress upon 
the rising generation the distinctive and substan- 
tive principles of the Society of Friends; that is 
to say, the gospel as interpreted by us. ae 

“And the committee further suggest, in view 


of the increasing desire among Friends for in- | 


; 


at some central point, one college of the very 
highest grade. 

‘And in conclusion, the committee suggest 
that since we have nearly one hundred teachers 
reported, we ought to have Normal instruction, 
either at the boarding school or elsewhere, by 
which our teachers might be trained, not only to 
skill in their profession as teachers, but to present 
accurately and forcibly the gospel truths which 
we as a Society are called to promulgate. The 
importance of this is readily seen in the benefit 
which has accrued to the Society of Friends in 
England from the Flounders’ Institute at Ack- 
worth.” 


The following report from the Committee on 
General Meetings was presented : 


‘‘ There have been five General Meetings held 
during the past year, viz.: At Fairfield, Maine ; 
Woonsocket, R. I.; Burillville, R.I.; Fall River, 
Mass. ; and New Bedford, Mass. 

‘There have also been several series of meet- 
ings held during the year, and we have had evi- 
dence that all have been owned and blessed by 
the Lord. 

‘A full and free salvation was proclaimed in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, and 
many were led to receive the pardon of their sins 
through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, and others 
who had long loved the Lord were enabled to 
see their privileges in the Gospel, and through 
entire consecration to receive the Lord Jesus as 
able to keep them from the dominion and power 
of sin, that they might walk with Him in newness 
of life. 

‘The principles of the Gospel, as we profess 
them, have been made more widely known, and 
through all we have had abundant cause for 
gratitude and thanksgiving to the great Head of 
the Church, that he has so blessed our feeble 
efforts for the promotion of his cause and king- 
dom. 

“We believe it would be right for the Yearly 
Meeting to continue this work, under the care of 
a committee, as heretofore.” 

From the Report on Indians west of the 
Mississippi : 

‘‘ A most encouraging feature in this connection 
is the fact that the religious feeling is reaching to 
the old Quapaw people, many of whom attend 
their First-day meetings regularly. E. Tuttle 
says, ‘The head man of the nation is really be- 
coming a preacher of righteousness; he comes 
every Sabbath and speaks of the goodness of 
God.’ Of one of their religious meetings she 
writes: ‘ There was one man present who made 
a confession for the first time in his life. He 
said he was at the head of 400 scouts during the 
war, had shot down many a man, and had been 
terribly wicked. He now feels the burden of his 
sins to be very heavy, and is seeking salvation 
through the merits of Jesus. It was an affecting 
sight to see the tears of penitence flow fast from 
his eyes and fall to the floor.’ 


“In a letter just received from Asa Tuttle, he 
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writes, ‘Not long since a Modoc Indian nearly 
of full stature was heard, while engaged in his 
round of duty, repeating with much emphasis 
that Bible text, ‘God so loved the world that he 
gave his only begotten Son that whosoever be- 
lieveth on Him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life.’ Alluding to religious influences 
among the children, he says: ‘As evidence of 
the genuine character of this work, we have over- 
heard some of these dear ones engaged in prayer, 
and in visiting from bed to bed, before retiring. 
The tremulous voice and earnest pathos with 
which they appeal to their fellows who are still 
unchanged, tell plainly of the origin of their con- 
cern,” ; 

The sub-committee on Religious Interests 
(among the same Indians) report,—* that we be- 
lieve this part of the work has been increasing in 
interest and efficiency at most, if not all the 
agencies. Meetings for worship open to every 
one are held at all, and attended by the agents 
and their families, and some of the employes, and 
by a few Indians. In some of the agencies the 
religious work is of a very interesting character, 
as is shown more fully in the report of our gen- 
eral agent. The children are taught in the Holy 
Scriptures, First-day schools are kept up, and 
such means of religious instruction have been 
used as seem best adapted to the conversion and | 
holding up of those brought under the influence 
of Friends. At the Cheyenne agency several of | 
the soldiers have regularly attended the meetings | 
for worship on First-day.”’ 

From the Report on the care of the Freedmen: | 


‘* At a meeting of this committee held on the | 
morning of the 14th, Joseph Dickinson, a mem- | 
ber of the Missionary Board of Indiana Yearly | 
Meeting, met with us and called our attention to | 
the Maryville Normal Institute in East Tennessee, 
for the education of the freed people. There are 
30 acres of land, and a large new building 120 feet 
long by 35 and 55 feet wide. He stated to us 
that the Missionary Board of Indiana Yearly 
Meeting have not the means to continue to carry | 
it on, and fear that they may have to aban- 
don it. They ask Friends of this Yearly Meet- 
ing either to assist them by the appropriation | 
of funds for its support, or to have the property 
transferred to us by deed and manage it entirely 
by ourselves. We think we can safely propose | 
to‘conduct the school for three years, and per- 
haps four, with the funds we have now on hand, 
with the privilege of taking a deed at the expira- 
tion of that time, as the meeting may approve or 
direct.” 





| 


A number of men and women Friends were 
appointed to obtain the signatures of the mem- 
bers of the Yearly Meeting to the following 


petition, to be presented to the next national 
Congress: 


“To the Senate and House of Representatives 
in Congress assembled :—We, the undersigned, 
members of the Yearly Meeting of the Society of 
Friends for New England, solemnly impressed 
with a sense of the cruel and unchristian charac- | 
ter of all wars, respectfully and earnestly petition 
the Senate and House of Representatives, in Con- | 
gress assembled, to enact such a law as shall} 
make it the duty of the Government of the United | 
States to negotiate with the governments of other | 
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nations for the establishment of an International 
Court of Arbitration, whereby all claims, differ- 
ences, and grievances, arising between nations 
entering into the compact, shall be adjusted with- 
out appeal to the sword.”’ 

By the statistical tables it appears that the 
whole number of members of N. E. Yearly Meet- 
ing is 4449; an increase of §2 upon the number for 
last year. Bible schools, 167 classes, with 1701 
scholars enrolled; average attendance, 1194. 


oe 


Joun HopGkin.—Information has just been 


|received from England of the decease of this 


eminent and much beloved Friend, on the 34 
instant. Few men, on either side of the Atlantic, 
have recently occupied stations of greater useful- 
ness in the Society. A minister of the Gospel for 
forty years, he was also one of the most influential 
‘men of counsel’”’ in the business concerns of his 
own meeting and of the Yearly Meeting ; employ- 
ing, under the eye and hand of the Master, his un- 
usual natural abilities for the benefit of the church. 
His visit, as an accredited minister, to this coun- 
try, about twenty years ago, is remembered by 
many, as involving a service, sometimes under 
trying circumstances, which beautifully mani- 
fested the character of an experienced and dedi- 
cated servant of Christ. A private letter says : 


“He has been failing in health for a consider- 
able time. He felt very much the interruption of 
his mental powers, the loss of the faculty of con- 
secutive thought (which he has experienced the 
past few months), and once said, ‘My mindis 


|like a garden choked with weeds ;' but in the 


midst of bodily and mental helplessness he al- 
ways said that his sfiri¢ was at rest ‘safe in the 
arms of Jesus;’ according to the words of the 


| beautiful hymn, which, during the last few weeks 


he much enjoyed.” 
eee 
THE HAVERFORDIAN.— This handsome six: 
teen-page paper is the third annual issue of the 
“Grasshoppers"’ of Haverford College; drop- 


| ping, happily, its Greek title of last year, for an 


unaffected English name. We admire this 
change, and hope that it may be significant of a 
growing respect for our mother tongue ; whose 
total use, even on Commencement day, (unless 
in a salutatory or other literary exercise), would be 
grateful to many ears. 

The contents of the Haverfordian are at least 
equal to those of either of the previous numbers. 
Besides the “ baccalaureate address,” of Prof. 
Thomas Chase, and the valedictory, by J. F. 
Davis, of the senior class, a gracefully written 
English poem appears, and the really elegant 
Latin ode found in the astronomical clock of the 


| late Professor Samuel J.Gummere, after his death 


“Ad Horologium Meum.’’ Several graduates 
and juniors’ orations are also given, wholly or in 


part, along with various interesting articles, re- 





+ Six 
of the 
drop- 
or an 

this 
t of a 
whose 
inless 
ild be 


least 
abers. 
Prof. 
Jad. 
ritten 
egant 
of the 
leath 
uates 
or in 
S, Te- 


FRIENDS’ 


trospective and prospective, concerning the Col- 
lege and its Alumni. Altogether, the number 
reads well. 


be wal 

DENOMINATIONAL CONNECTIONS.—It seems 
needful to say that in remarking, in the editorial 
article in our last number (No. 49), that denomi- 
national connections are not “ certainly requisite 
or advantageous” to the work of reform in the 
South, the intention was to refer to secular edu- 
cation. While sectarianism is never helpful, but 
always obstructive, religious organization, 
“church building” is necessary; and, amongst 


the freedmen, as elsewhere, this will naturally be | 


extended in connection with religious denomina- 
tions already existing. No doubt Friends have 
done less in promoting such an extension of or- 
ganized religious fellowship, than any other body 
actively concerned in labor amongst the colored 
people in the South. Yet, where the effort has 
been most definitely made (as in Arkansas and 
East Tennessee), good has resulted— showing 
that the simple manner of organization of Friends 
is well suited even to those just emerging from 
ignorance and degradation, if its true principles 
are wisely adaf/ed to their needs. 
: -. 

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE.—With last week's issue 
bills were sent to those subscribers who have not 
paid for the current volume. They are now re- 
spectfully reminded that speedy payment of these 
dues, individually small, but aggregating a con- 
siderable amount, is important to enable us to 
meet imperative claims, connected with the end 
of the volume, which will be completed with two 
more numbers. It is hoped that they will 
promptly respond. 

TI TT TS 
DIED. 


CHAPMAN.—Suddenly, Sallie A. Chapman, wife 
of William E. Chapman, at her residence, in Mont- 
gomery County, Kansas, on the 13th of Sixth month, 
1875, aged 38 years; a member and Elder of Elk 
River Monthly Meeting. Although her transit was 
very sudden, yet a sweet trust is left to her friends that 
their loss is her great gain. 

HODGKIN.—At Bournemouth, Hampshire, Eng- 
land, on the 3rd of Seventh month, John Hodgkin, of 
Lewes, Sussex, aged 75; for nearly 40 years a minister 
of the Society of Friends. 

MARIS.—On the 6th of Fifth month, 1875, Job S., 
son of Jonathan and Thomasine Maris, in the 31st 
year of his age; a member of East Goshen Monthly 
Meeting, Ohio. He bore a lingering illness with 
Christian patience and resignation, often speaking of 
the goodness and mercy of the Saviour. 

JONES.—On the 2ist of Eighth month, 1873, 
Mannah, wife of Richard Jones, in the 75th year of her 
age; an Elder and member of Wabash Monthly Meet- 
ing, Indiana. For several years this dear Friend 
realized that her hold on life was feeble from failing 
health, and was engaged to set her house in order. 
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seemed to be dwelling in the border land, prepared to 
enter into the joy of her Lord; and thus she quietly 
passed away, we reverently believe, to join the blood- 
washed throng in heaven. 


JONES.—On Third month 14th, 1875, Jemima, 
daughter of Richard and Hannah Jones, a member of 
Wabash Monthly Meeting, Indiana, in the 53d year of 
her age. By the sweetness of her Christian life, as well 
as by her testimony on the bed of death, this precious 
sister has left the comforiing assurance that her dear 
Saviour has received her unto Himself, that where He 
is she may be also. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

TO THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS. 

At Dale Monthly Meeting of Friends, 
Iowa, held 6th month 26th, 1875, the — 
of building a meeting-house to accommodate 
the Monthly Meeting was laid before it; and, 
after a time of prayerful deliberation, it was 
thought best to appoint a committee to solicit 
subscriptions for that purpose, and they are 
authorized to receive donations for the same. 

Dale Monthly Meeting was set up by Bear 
Creek Quarterly Meeting one year ago, and 
is composed of a few families of Friends in 
Lyon and Osceola Counties, lowa, who came 
here under the homestead law. All being 
poor we had to grapple with poverty from the 
first, and for the last two years the grasshop- 
pers came and destroyed our crops, so that 
we have had a hard time to make a living. 
Notwithstanding our poverty, the Lord’s hand 
has been graciously extended unto us, and 
many, not members of our society, meet with 
us; and being in such limited circumstances 
none of our houses will accommodate all who 
wish to attend. It is therefore thought best 
to build such a house this year, that will make 
room for all; and, for that purpose, Friends, 
wherever this may come, are requested to give 
the subject consideration, and if there are any 
who wish to contribute to a worthy cause, 
their donations will be thankfully received. 
Will you, then, dear Friends, lend a helping 
hand to aid a few pioneers to hold aloft the 
standard of our society on the extreme fron- 
tiers of the northwest. 

Donations may be sent to Wilson Barnett, 
St. Gilman, Osceola County, Iowa (by draft 
or registered letter,) whom we have appointed 
to receive and account for the same. 

John Hanson, Sarah Hanson, Martin Cook, 
Mary Jane Cook, Wilson Barnett, Mary Bar- 
nett, Harmon Cook, Lucinda M. Cook, Com- 
mittee. 


- 


ss ~— 


To the Editor of Friends’ Review: 


The editorial remarks in the Review on 
the “Questions” io Ministers and Elders 


| proposed by the late Conference held in New 


Having resigned herself and all to Divine disposal she | York, are appropriate, and the suggestions 
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| 
made worthy of consideration. Inthe closing | 
paragraph all can heartily unite. 

The subject was introduced into the Yearly 
Meeting at one of its later sessions. It was 
thought by many of the best friends of the 
measure that there was not time for a com- 
mittee to give it sufficient consideration, and 
report to the Meeting this year. The ques- 
tion before the Meeting was not on the final 
passage of the proposition, but whether it 
should be given to a committee with a view 
to further action then, or to the Representa- 
tive Meeting for more deliberate considera- 
tion, to report thereon next year. 

The experience of our Society has proven 
that some test of soundness in doctrine, of 
those publicly to be recognized as Ministers, 
and of those appointed as their counsellors, 
is required for its safety. 

It must be clear to every mind that if the 
questions proposed bad been adopted at an 
early day by Friends, the almost fatal schism 
of 1827 and °28 could never have taken 
place. Such doctrines as Elias Hicks preached | 
would not have been tolerated, for there 
would have been a concise and pointed stand- 
ard to preve their unsoundness, and that they 
were not the doctrines of the Society of 
Friends recognized by the discipline. If 
such a separation had been possible, the se- 
ceding party could not have claimed the name 
of “Friends,” nor have held the meeting- 
houses and other property of the Socicty, as 
was generally the case in this Yearly Meet-| 
ing ; nor could there, in the eyes of the Chris- 
tion world, have rested upon us that odium 
of doubt and suspicion in regard to our doc- 
trines, which practically confounded us with 
others bearing the same name. This is but 
one of the consequences of unsoundness. It! 
may have fatal results without producing 
schism. 

The want of a clear and concise statement 
of faith, practically applied, has been the} 
underlying cause of the weak and crippled 
condition of our Society in most of the older 
Yearly Meetings. Shall we.now, in the light 
of sad experience, endeavor~to thrust aside 
every effort to secure safety in the future by 
the cry of “Creed”? What is a creed? 
Webster says it is a “definite summary of 
what is believed.” Are we afraid of that? 
Or are we unable to agree on what we do ac- 
tually profess to believe? George Fox was 
not afraid to declare to the Governor of Bar- 
badoes the doctrines he believed and preached, 
and to subscribe his name to the declaration. 
For this he deserves the thanks of all who 
have borne the name of Friend (legitimately), 
from that day to the present. 

In my judgment there never was a time 
when Friends had a clearer understanding of 
all the teachings of the Gospel than at the| 


,a degree hardly possible to realize. 
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present; and that they were never more 


nearly of one mind, although it is painfully 
‘evident there are exceptions amongst us, and 


these exceptions have caused the effort which 
has result«d in the “ Questions” proposed by 
the Conference. 

Some may inquire, “If Friends are so gen- 
erally sound, what is the necessity of the pro- 
posed action at thistime?” Anything of this 
kind can only be effected when the great body 
of Friends are sound. If we wait until we 
are surrounded by dangers, al] those who are 
unsound, or at all short in their belief, will 
oppose any measure of this kind, and nothing 
can be accomplished. The true course to 
avoid danger in the future is to take the ne- 
cessary action when we are in a healthy con- 
dition. 

It is not proposed that all our members, or 
even requestors, shal] be required to subscribe 
to these questions ; only those whom it is pro- 
posed to acknowledge in the position of in- 
structors in doctrine, that the Gospel stream 
may be undefiled. Although members gen- 
erally will not be required to assent to them, 
the presence in the discipline, which hereafter 
will probably be in every family, of such a 
series of questions, which can be quickly read 
and easily understood, will be such an open 


source of instruction in fundamental truth, 


that their influence will be salutary to all in 
New 
York discipline now contains a confession of 
faith, but it is so long that it is a study for 
the young to master it; and besides, it lies 
dormant, it is not applied as necessary. It is 
proposed by these questions to remedy these 
defects in practical usefulness. 

It is probable the discipline of every Yearly 
Meeting has a Query for Meetings of Minis- 
ters and Elders, inquiring whether ministers 
are sound in doctrine. How is it to be 
known they are sound without some test? 
There may be serious errors in belief studi- 
ously kept out of sight. In these questions 
we have something practical which cannot be 
avoided, and which, standing in the disci- 
pline, will have a powerful effect to keep Min- 
isters and Elders in that soundness to which 
they had made confession before they were 
publicly recognized. 

It must be apparent to all that none should 
be recognized in the position of Ministers or 
Elders who are unable to make unequivocal 
confession of their own personal salvation, and 


‘that it is due the Church that this should be 


assured by specific admission on their part. 
It is very desirable that the publicity which 
has been given these questions should result in 


‘suggestions which will prove of service to the 
| Representative Meeting in their labors in 


perfecting the work. 
A MEMBER OF THE CONFERENCE. 
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For Friends’ Review 


FRIENDS’ MEXICAN MISSION. 


We think but few of the readers of Friends’ | 


Mexican Mission Gazette, will consider Mexico 
a desirable country to live in; or that the 
situation of our friends in Matamoras is a 
desirable one, with the mayor of the city a 
prisoner in the hands of the military and the 
city under martial law; and where they must 
live and work for the next three months with 
the thermometer ranging between 90° and 
100° in the coolest shade, and doubtless with 
accommodations very inferior to what they 
have been accustomed to. Notwithstanding 
the barren wastes and dreary sands, they find 
many people in Mexieo. Although the loam 
portions are bigoted Catholics, and many of a 
revengeful and persecuting spirit, there are 
many Protestants there who are struggling 


under their great oppression for a higher and | 


hetter life. 

They tell us that a short time after their arri- 
val they wrote to their friends at home, saying, 
“Tt is more like seedtime than harvest,” but 
they now say, “The changed circumstances 
which now surround us fully assure us that the 
fields are white unto harvest, and as we look 
abroad upon them we are led to exclaim: 
‘The harvest truly is plenteovs, and the 
laborers are few.’” 

Our friends were sent there to sow the seed 
some three years ago, and behold the harvest 
is already ripe. A goodly number have 


united with them, and meetings are regularly | 
They have calls from various places to | 


held. 
come and help them. They have the press 
and type for printing gospel messages to send 
broadcast over the land, where they meet 
with a cordial welcome; but, alas, they have 
but little more than their own hands to work 
with. 

S. A. Purdie had a call in one direction 
and M. M. Binford in another. They both 
found open hearts to receive them. M. M. 
Bioford says, “I returned to Matamoras on 
learning that S. A. P. had also left the city, 
but with the expectation of returning to those 
parts as soon as practicable. For the present 
this way is entirely closed up, as I have had 
to resort to teaching a private school in order 
to gain the means of support. I often re- 
member the places visited, and regret that 
some one cannot return to cultivate the tender 
plants there springing forth.” 

Two men and their wives compose the mis- 
sion. They are issuing, I believe, two Span- 
ish papers, besides a variety of tracts and 
other publications. They are also issuing the 
Mission Gazette, in English, which they have 
had to reduce in siz, as their only assistant, 
a Mexican, cannot set English type. 
the men has had to resort to teaching a school, 


One of 
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for the means of support, and the other very 
modestly says, “ We are in great need of funds 
| for our press work.” 

Although our frienés in Mexico are the 
immediate agents of Indiana Yearly Meeting, 
they may truly be considered as representing 
the whole Society of Friends. We see a 
great work is already on their hands, and we 
see them destitute of means for support of 
themselves, and in great measure for carrying 
on the work they were sent to perform. It is 
humiliating to sketch this picture. May the 
view of it replenish their treasury. 

The labors of our friends thus far, under 
all their difficulties, have surely been blessed, 
and they have great cause for thankfulness 
for the past, but they are looking forward 
with doubts and fears toward the future, as 
may be gathered from the following from the 
last issue of the Gazette, under the head of 


OMINOUS CLOUDS. 


“Thus far since the issue of the first num- 
ber of our Spanish paper, there has been a 
time of general peace in the Mexican Repub- 
lic. In common with many intelligent Mexi- 
cans, we had gladly hoped that the era of 
revolutions had passed away, and whilst 
hoping for the best, nevertheless, we cannot 
fail to see in the political horizon of Mexico 
two ominous clouds of increasing density. 

“The guerillas, which were committing 
robberies in the States of Michoacan and 
Jalisco, are evidently being joined by another 
class of people, who aim at a reactionary 
movement, taking as the ground of their 
complaint the alleged expulsion of the Sisters 
of Charity, and certain alleged abuses on the 
part of the Executive. 

“The Romish papers clamor hugely about 
the welcoming of American Protestants and 
the banishment of the Catholic daughters of 
Mexico. The border difficulties, which in 
this part seem to be claiming increased atten- 
tiou, are represented in these papers as Amer- 
ican Protestant intervention, or viewed as in- 
dicative of annexation, through the intrigues 
of the Protestant missionaries. These false 
charges will pre-occupy many minds against 
the reception of Gospel truth. We hope that 
our Society will, from its known peaceful 
character, measurably escape these imputa- 
| tions, yet many will fail to make any distinc- 
tion. We suppose that our readers are al- 
| ready fully informed of the recent difficulties 
|in this vicinity. So far as we have examined 
‘the Mexican papers, they express no sym- 
| pathy with the robbers, and no regret at their 
|punishment. It is feared, however, by some 
'that there are roughs who may attempt re- 
taliation.” 
| Surely now, if ever, our friends should be 
enabled to press on the work. [If their little 
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“Gazette” could circulate generally among 


Friends, I think it would be the means of 


awakening an interest in many and stimula- 
ting to a more general appreciation_ and sup- 
port of the mission. The terms are 25 cents 
a year, or five copies for one dollar. Address 
Gulielma M. Purdie, Brownsville, Texas. 
Funds for the use of the mission should be 
sent to Charles F. Coffin, Richmond, Ind. 
J.S. W. 


HIDDEN WISDOM. 


BY T. MONOD. 


God wants us to glory in Him, and the 
wisdom is hidden, and if we would find it 
out we must go and bide just where it is hid- 
den, “hidden with Christ in God.” We 


have here to search into the deep things of 


God, and how are we going to do it? In a 
very simple way. If you wanted to know 
what I think on a given subject, you might 
ponder over it for many days, and never 
guess aright; but if you ask me, and I tell 


you, you will know my thoughts. “ For what) 


man knoweth the things of a man save the 
spirit of man which is in him? Even so the 
things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit 
of God.” Ask Him. “Now we have re- 
ceived not the spirit of the world, but the 
spirit which is of God, that we might know 
the things that are freely given to us of God.” 
O! brethren, this verse is enough to feast upon 
for a life time. All those things, wisdom, 
righteousness, sanctification, redemption, be 
long to us; but we do not know them, we do not 
take them until the Spirit of God comes and 
shows us them. You ask me, “ How do you 
reconcile these things? You tell us that we 
must believe, and give ourselves without Te- 
serve to God, and now you say we can 


neither understand nor do anything without | 


the Spirit of God?” I do not know how these 
facts are reconciled. I do not know how and 


where the Spirit of God and the will of man | 
I do| 


meet, and how they act on each other. 
not know how my mind acts on my body, 
but this is perfectly certain, that God takes 
no pleasure in the death of a sinner, nor in 
the sins of a saint; that He is ever perfectly 
willing and able to give His Holy Spirit to 
them that ask Him, and that without His 
Spirit we can understand nothing, and can 
do nothing. Happy is the man who can say, 
““T have received.” We have received; that 
is what we are here for, and I know that 
many here can say, “I have received.” There 
was no obstacle in the world to our receiving 
the Spirit of God but that we would not have 
it, or did not believe that it was ours. We 


are met in order to ask for the Spirit of God, | 


in order to do the will of God, for we will 
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| not get the —_ of God for anything else. 
If we are willing, there is God’s Spirit free] 
iyviven. If we are not willing, oh, let us ask 
God to break these miserable, stubborn 
hearts of ours, that we may be willing, and 
| that His power may act upon us. There has 
/been much unreality about our religious life. 
|We sing, “Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly 
| Dove,” but do we ever expect Him to come? 
| If any one says to us, He has “kindled a fire 
| of sacred love in my heart,” are we not apt to 
| think that he is under a delusion? We must 
| bring our daily life, our Monday and Tues- 
| day’s life into harmony with what we preach 
‘and what we sing. But the natural man re- 
'ceiveth not the things of the Spirit of God; 
for they are foolishness unto him; neither 
'can he know them, because they are spirit- 
ually discerned. But he that is spiritual 
_judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged 
‘of no man. That is, of no worldly man, for 
they do not understand him. “For who 
|hath known the mind of the Lord, that he 
|may instruct Him? But we have the mind 
of Christ.” This is the tone of true, nor- 
mal, regular Christian life. We want the 
mind of Christ Himself. And have we a 
right to expect it? Why, brethren, He has 
given us Himself, and if we have Himeelf in 
any true sense, in no metaphysical sense, we 
‘have the mind of Christ. How would you 
| like to have your child with you in a meta- 
physical or metaphorical sense? No, we want 
to bave Him in the real sense of having any- 
body with us; to have Him in our heart of 
hearts, and to say, “We have the mind of 
| Christ.” Now, 1 say that this is simply the 
| answer tu a prayer of Christ Himself. He 
| prays for all those who shall believe on Him; 
| He prays for you, “that the love wherewith 
thou hast loved Me may be in them, and I in 
them.” 


> 
From The (London) Friend 


REFUSAL TO TAKE A JUDICIAL OATH. 


A. recent number of the Evesham Journal, 
under the heading “ Extraordinary conduct 
'of an Excise-officer,” mentions the case of a 

person having been brought before the magis- 
trates at Campden charged with using a gun 
| without having a license. It is stated that 
“George Dart, Inland Revenue Officer, en- 
tered the witness-box, and on the oath being 
about to be administered to him, he informed 
j the Clerk that he objected to take an oath. 
| The Chairman asked him on what grounds he 
objected: what religion did he profess? Mr. 
| Dart replied that he was a member of the 
Episcopal Church of England. The Chair- 
|man: ‘If you, as a member of the Church of 
England, object to be sworn, I must also, as a 
|clergyman of the Church of England and a 
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magistrate, refuse to take your evidence.’ Mr. 
Dart: ‘But, your worship, I object from what 
the Bible says itself. It says, “Swear not at 
all,” and “Let your conversation be yea, yea, 
and nay, nay.”’ 
here as long as you like, but if you say you 
are a member of the Church of England, I 
can only say that you do not understand the 
book from which you quote; had you been a 
Quaker or Moravian, or of such other sect, 
protection is given by the Act of Parliament ; 
but if you still refuse I have no alternative 
but to dismiss the case.’ The case was accord- 
ingly dismissed.” Application for the de- 
fendant’s costs was refused. The Bench also 
refused to entertain an application for an ad- 
journment of the case. 


oe 
The same newspaper, in its issue of June 


12th, says,—‘‘ Our attention has been called 
to a case reported under the heading ‘ Extra- 
ordinary conduct of an Excise Officer,’” and 
adds, “It is only fair to the officer in question 
to state, and it is also of public importance 
that it should be known, that he was legally 
entitled to give his evidence upon affirma- 
tion, and that it ought not to have been re- 
jected on the grounds assigned. The Chair 
man of the Bench of Magistrates appears to 
have assumed that the only persons entitled to 
relief, on the grounds of conscientious objec 
tion to the taking of an oath, are Quakers 
and Moravians. But this is not so: for such 
relief has been extended to all persons who 
object conscientiously to take oaths. ead 

“The words of the statutes being directory, 
make it obligatory on all Ministers of Justice 


to take affirmations instead of oaths, where’ 


they are satisfied of the conscientious nature of 
the objection entertained by the witness. This is 
the only condition necessary to entitle a wit- 
ness to affirm instead of swear; and therefore, 
judging from the report itself, it would seem 
that in this case the dismissal of the informa 
# tion was a miscarriage of justice, and our title 
of the report a misnomer.” 

CHARLES H. SPURGEON TAKING THE 

AFFIRMATION. 

When Mr. Spurgeon attended at the Central 
Court the other day, az a witness in the case 
of a woman who had forged his name on a 
post-office order, the celebrated preacher was 
courteously invited by the presiding judge to 
take a seat by his side on the bench The 
judge himself is the son of a Baptist, the late 


Baron Gurney ; though Mr. Recorder Gurney | 


is a Conservative and a Churchman. Mr. 
Spurgeon, when called upon to give evidence, 
Instead of taking the oath, simply made an 
affirmation in Quaker fashion, and this he did 


from the same motive which actuates the 
members of the Society of Friends.— Christian | 


World. 


The Chairman: ‘I will sit | 
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WHERE SHALL THE SOUL FIND REST. 


Tell me, ye winged winds, 
That round my pathway roar, 
Do ye not know some spot 
Where mortals weep no more? 
Some lone and pleasant dell, 
Some valley in the west, 
Where, free from toil and pain, 
The weary soul may rest ? 
The loud wind dwindled to a whisper low, 
And sighed for pity as it answered, « No!” 


Tell me, thou mighty deep, 
Whose billows round me play, 
Know’st thou some favored spot, 
Some island far away, 
Where weary man may find 
The bliss for which he sighs ? 
Where sorrow never lives, 
And friendship never dies ? 
The loud waves, rolling in perpetual flow, 
Stopped for awhile, and sighed to answer, “No !” 


And thou, serenest moon, 
That with such holy face 
Dost look upon the earth, 
Asleep in night’s embrace, 
Tell me, in all thy round 
Hast thou not seen some spot, 
Where miserable man 
Might find a happier lot ? 
Behind a cloud the moon withdrew in woe, 
And a voice, sweet but sad, responded, «« No!” 


Tell me, my secret soul, 

O, tell me, hope and faith, 
Is there no resting place 

From sorrow, sin and death ? 
Is there no happy spot 

Where mortals may be blest, 
Where grief may find a balm, 

And weariness a rest ? 
Faith, hope and love—best boons to mortals given— 
Waved their bright wings, and whispered— 

«“ Yes, in Heaven 


” 


_ 


QUARTERLY MEETINGS IN EIGHTH 
MONTH, 1875. 


From New York Pocket Almanac. 
2d, Philadelphia, Philadelphia Y. M. 
5th, Rhode Island, New England Y. M 
“ Abington, Philadelphia Y. M. 
7th, Ferrisburgh, New York Y. M. 

* Centre, Indiana Y. M. 
Plainfield, Western Y. M 
Ashgrove, Western Y. M. 

Alum Creek, Ohio Y. M 

“ Springdale, Iowa Y. M. 

10th, Concord, Philadelphia Y. M 

12th, Butternuts, New York Y. M. 

“ “Smithfield, New England Y. M. 

Salem, Philadelphia Y. M. 

Salem, Ohio Y. M. 


Eighth mo. 


13th, 
14th, 


Caln, Philadelphia Y. M. 
Salem, New England Y. M. 
Miami, Indiana Y. M 
“ Walnut Ridge, Indiana Y. M. 
“ White Lick, Western Y. M. 
“ Vermilion, Western Y. M 
“ Western, North Carolina Y. M 
“ Lost Creek, North Carolina Y. M. 
Damascus, Ohio Y. M. 
Salem, lowa Y. M. 
Lynn Grove, Iowa Y. M. 
Bear Creek, Iowa Y. M. 
Saratoga, New York Y. M. 
Western, Philadelphia Y. M. 
Dover, New Englend Y. M. 
West Branch, Indiana Y. M. 
Western, Western Y. M. 
Fairfield, Western Y. M. 
* Contentnea, North Carolina Y. M, 
Friendsville, North Carolina Y. M. 





800 


Eighth mo. 2ist, Short Creek, Ohio Y. M. 


Pleasant Plain, lowa_Y. M. 
26th, Nine Partners, New York Y. M 
Bucks, Philadelphia Y. M 
28th, Falmouth. New England Y. M. 

New Garden, Indiana Y. M. 
“ Thorntown Western Y. M. 
“ Springdale Kansas Y. M 
29th, Eastern, North Carolina Y. M. 
3ist, Buriington, Philadelphia Y. M. 


- 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.—Advices from Europe are 
to the 27th inst. 

GREAT BRiTAIN.—Heavy rains have continued ‘in 
the inland counties, causing extensive inundations. In 
many places the gathered and the growing crops have 
been destroyed. In one place, 4,000 acres of grazing 
land were flooded, depriving 3,000 cattle of pasturage, 
and in another the water was three or four feet deep 
ON 4,000 acres. 

In accordance with notice previously given, as men- 
tioned last week, a lock-out commenced in several 
cotton mills in four towns in Lancashire. Unless the 
operatives should yield by the end of the month, other 
mills will be closed also, and several thousand persons 
will be thrown out of employment. At Oldham, the 
operatives refused the master’s terms fixing the rate of 
wages, and resolved to strike on the 26th; a proceeding 
involving 100 mills and 13,000 hands. 

The steamer Abbotsford, from Philadelphia for 
Liverpool, went ashore on the 21st, on the north shore 
of the island of Anglesea. The passengers were all 
safely landed, within about half an hour, and it was 
thought the vessel and cargo might be saved, but on 
the 23d the vessel keeled over and sank, 

A bill relative to the proposed tunnel under the 
British Channel, has passed the House of Commons, 
and passed second reading in the House of Lords on 
the 23d. On the 22d, in the House of Commons, Dis- 


raeli announced that the government had abandoned | 


for this session the merchant shipping bill, a measure 


designed to lessen some of the present risks of the mer- | 


chant service, arising from overloading and the us of 
unseaworthy vessels. 


some measures likely to create much discussion, his 
among them. Plimsoll, member for Derby, who Ras 
long labored for this object, protested earnestly against 
the postponement, as endangering thousands ofjlives, 
and made a violent speech, attacking the government 
and some of his fellow-members. The subject was 
postponed to the 29th. On the 26th, various members 
gave notice of motions and questions, all showing in- 
dignation at the government’s withdrawal of the bill; 
and the 29th was fixed for the second reading of Plim- 
soll’s bill, for which that of the government had been 
substituted. It was announced that the President of the 
Board of Trade would introduce a bill further empow- 
ering the Board of Trade to prevent unseaworthy ships 
from sailing; its provisions to be operative for one year. 

A council of delegates from Presbyterian churches 


continued several days. 


present. 


system and creed. A constitution was adopted, the 


reforms, and oppose infidelity and religious intolerance. 
The London 7imes says that on the 6th inst. the 


Court of Queen's Bench, which represents a tribunal | 


held before the King at least a thousand years ago, sat 
for the last time. By a recent act of Parliament its 
jurisdiction, the exercise of which can be traced back 
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A desire to close the session in | 
the early part of next month caused the laying aside of | 


to the reign of Alfred, is vested in a division of the 
| High Court of Judicature, and it ceases to exist as a 
| distinct and separate tribunal. 

FRANCE.—The customs returns for the last six 
| months show an increase in receipts over those of the 
corresponding period of last year, of 23,000,000 francs. 
The total revenue of the country has increased 79,000,- 
000 francs. 

The Assembly, on the 22d, by a vote of 470 to I55, 
agreed to adjourn from the 4th prox. to the 4th of 
Eleventh month. Many deputies abstained from 
voting. 

An official statement made by M. Coillaux, Minister 
of Public Works, to the Assembly, estimates the total 
damage to property by the late inundations in the south 
of France at $15,000,000. 

Spain.—The Constitutional Committee, on the 234, 
adopted by a vote of 22 to 8, an article of the proposed 
Constitution establishing religioustoleration. Protestant 
books have been recently detained by the customs au- 
thorities at Santander. 

No important military movement appears to have oc- 
curred. Don Carlos has written a letter to King 
Alfonso, reproaching him with the measures ordered 
by the government in the prosecution of the civil war, 
declaring them to be unprecedently cruel, and saying 
that he himself, who comes to his country to be King 
of all the Spaniards, allows Alfonsists to live peaceably 
in his territories. He declares himself confident of 
ultimate success. 

PORTUGAL.—A drought in some districts of the prov- 
ince of Minho is said to have destroyed the crops and past- 
ures. Famine is apprehended, and riots against grain ex- 
porters are also feared. Cattle are said to be dying of 
starvation. A similar state of affairs exists in Algaroe. 
The government is sending relief to the afflicted 
sections. 

PrussiA.—The government continues to receive 
from important members of the Romish clergy their 
submission to the law relative to the administration of 
church property. The North German Gazette infers 
from this that the Roman Curia has given permission 
to the clergy to decide for themselves, and has assured 
them that a decision to submit to the law will not be 
regarded as an act of disobedience to the Papal 
authority. 

GERMANY.—The list of German exhibitors at the 
Philadelphia Centennial Exhibition has been officially 
closed. The number of those who intend to exhibit 
in the Art Department is 800. The large manufactories 
on the Rhine and in Westphalia and Saxony will be 
specially represented. An Imperial Commission has 
been appointed to obtain more space in the Exhibition 
building for the German departments. 

SWITZERLAND.—The two branches of the Federal 
legislative body have concurred in granting a credit of 
250,000 francs to aid in defraying the expenses of Swiss 
exhibitors at the Philadelphia Exhibition in 1876; and 


| provided for committees to receive and select the 


articles to be sent, that such may be chosen as will give 


: | a just idea of the national ind . 
throughout the world met in London on the 2oth, and | J ” = one 


One hundred delegates were | 
An organization was formed under the title | 
of « Alliance of Reformed Churches throughout the | 
World,” to include all which hold the Presbyterian | 


Russta.—The London Ze/egraph says that Russia 
has officially announced the intention to withdraw her 
proposal for the continuance of the Brussels Con- 
ference on the usages of war; but a St. Petersburg 


| journal, on semi-official authority, declares that the gov- 
preamble of which declares the objects of the alliance | 
to be to demonstrate unity of belief among Protestants, | 
organize mission work, promote educational and social | 


ernment has not abandoned the idea, that all the powers 
except England have accepted the invitation, and that 
the conference will be held next spring. 


SWEDEN.—The King is said to have approved a 
plan for reconstructing the military force of the country 
on the Prussian system of requiring every man to serve 

| a certain term asa soldier; but the project has not yet 
| been submitted to the Diet, whose sanction is necessary 
| to its adoption. 





